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Abstract:
This paper is concerned with examining the way in which the travel space is commonly imagined in fictional travel narratives.  In particular, focusing on contemporary journeying myths – those stories which entail a protagonist (or protagonists) embarking on a geo-spatial, mental, social, experiential and/or spiritual odyssey – I intend to examine the way in which the liminal qualities of travel are represented in contemporary film and literature.  
More specifically, drawing on discourse analysis I aim to explore the extent to which social or norm inversions, hedonistic experimentation and carnivalesque revelry are deemed, along with the acquisition of new and different experiences, as being normative in the space of travel or tourism.  In particular, I am interested in examining what behaviours and interactions are constructed within film and literature as being common-place when travelling and what impact they are deemed to have on the fictional tourist (and if acknowledged, the places and people they visit).  
Furthermore, given the impact that travel media can have on tourists and tourism, this paper will also examine whether there are specific associations made in fictional representations of travel between certain tourist populations, geographic destinations, and types of behaviour or experience.  For instance, one could ask whether popular or iconic images of Paris as ‘the city of love’ typically results in fictional characters experiencing romantic or sexual interludes there, or whether the perceived religiosity of Asia results in it being characterised as ‘the place’ for spiritual enlightenment.    
Finally, in an effort to explore the dialectic between the production and consumption of tourist imaginaries the paper will also draw on user-generated depictions of travel (as communicated via new media) and previous ethnographic research conducted amongst the independent travel community.  By juxtaposing these various representations the paper will, firstly examine how the liminal space of travel is constructed in the media, and secondly, consider how these representations then correspond with discourses in circulation amongst real rather than imagined travellers.
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