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Abstract:
Since the 1960s, Provincetown, Massachusetts has been known as a popular gay resort where travelers can escape the demands of heteronormativity and immerse themselves in a vibrant artistic culture and a wildly hedonistic nightlife. Yet, for the past fifteen years, Provincetown has become the site of the largest gathering of lesbian and gay families in the U.S. Family Week, which began as a small backyard barbecue hosted by two gay men, has exploded into seven days of corporate-sponsored workshops and social gatherings designed to help parents and their children ʺmake the world a better place for all loving families.ʺ [1] Bringing together the fields of queer cultural studies and travel and tourism studies, this paper seeks to understand the conflicting yet overlapping tourist imaginaries produced and consumed during Family Week. [2] Rather than simply concluding that this week-long celebration of family values undoes the radical potential of a destination like Provincetown, I question the assumption that a resort town can ever exist outside dominant cultural structures. At the same time, however, I ask whether the longer history of Provincetown and the multitude of desires and practices enacted within this location might disrupt the seeming (homo)normativity of Family Week.

On the one hand, I am critical of the ways in which mainstream lesbian and gay movements in the U.S. align with normative practices of consumption and domesticity to call for identity-based rights and institutional inclusion. Through rhetorical analyses of promotional materials by and media coverage of Family Week, I consider how the event’s emphasis on family values allows lesbians and gay men to advocate for their rights not as individual subjects but, rather, as parents of future citizens. That is, to what extent does parenthood mark the lesbians and gay men participating in Family Week as exceptions to an understanding of queerness as always already threatening existing social norms? Building upon Jasbir Puar’s insightful work on lesbian and gay travel [3], I situate these family vacations in relation to the histories of capitalism and nationalism undergirding tourism industries. On the other hand, I refuse to dismiss Family Week as simply complicit with capital and the state. I am intrigued by the ways in which lesbian and gay families inevitably fall short in their attempts to approximate heteronormativity and, following Sara Ahmed [4], I examine the unexpected queer effects of these potentially productive failures. For instance, if Family Week invites and inspires alternative ways of making families, how does this event unintentionally open room for critiquing traditional models of kinship? In sum, this paper offers a nuanced investigation of the tourist imaginaries connected to the annual Family Week celebration.
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