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Abstract:  

Modern urban centers reference one other, competing for capital through the offerings of globally recognized goods, services, and amenities as well as promoting distinction through iconic architecture and spectacularized spaces. Unlike other commodities, however, architecture and urban spaces must be consumed and experienced on site or through the mobility of representations and images.  The Andean city of Cuzco has taken on the image-making project of other extravagant global cities and iconic sites of heritage by marketing the impression of an untouched past. 

Designated by UNESCO in 1983 as a World Heritage site and “global property,” Cuzco has been ideologically (re) imagined as “Inca,” despite its dramatic transformation into a Spanish colonial city in the mid-sixteenth century and a distinctive architectural aesthetic that can neither be defined as Inca nor Spanish. Like its hybrid architecture, overlapping imperial Inca and Spanish colonial histories have produced neither a unidirectional nor a seamless story, yet a mythologized pre-Columbian Inca image continues to represent the city locally and to the world. 

This paper will analyze Cuzco (1) as a fixed, yet flexible, urban heritage-scape that is concomitantly experienced and mediated today by its entrepreneurs, local and foreign inhabitants, Peruvian nationals, and an array of global visitors and (2) through mobile representations and images as a commodity.  Cuzco thus operates in an entrepreneurial fashion capitalizing on and transforming its past, its “Inca” identity, while maintaining a unique relationship between the state (governed from Lima).  
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