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Abstract:  

In the Lao People’s Democratic Republic museums are a point of confluence where practices of domestic tourism, politics, and intergenerational tensions converge in the production/consumption of tourism imaginaries.  In this paper I present an examination of two guided museum visits of forty-nine young people, revealing their complex dynamics, detailing the students’ parallel movements with the path of the guides as groups of students diverge from a focus on the official orated imaginary, augmenting, altering and reworking the narrative within the exhibit spaces to craft their own imaginaries during the course of the guided tour.  I examine how, as they move parallel with the guides these students simultaneously produce social spaces where they engage in deeper probing, collaborative and creative re-imaginings, and comical contestations of the very imaginaries they are expected to eventually reproduce as writers for the State.   

These insights arise from field recordings made during the rainy season school break of 2006, in which I documented a group of young aspiring Lao writers enrolled in a two-month writers training camp.  The students devoted their holidays and leisure time to dreams of becoming poets, songwriters, short story authors and novelists under the tutelage of established writers. The purposes of the Sinxay Pen’s Camp from the perspective of the organizers were to, 1) use the current generation of propagandists to inculcate the next generation of propagandists, thus insuring a continuity of practice in writing for the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party and the institutions of the single-Party state, and 2) create a pool of young propagandists capable of crafting messages that would a) promote loyalty to the Party, b) produce desired behavior changes within the population, and c) be marketable to the contemporary youth and advertisers (targeting contemporary youth) within the Lao People’s Democratic Republic.

The museum tours, and the imaginaries produced within, were key components of the curriculum of inculcation.  The camp organizers deemed members of the older generation of propagandists capable of lecturing the young on expected literary structures, but the task of inculcating imaginaries of Lao history, the rise of the People’s Revolutionary Party and its esteemed leaders, and their just and legitimate rule over the multi-ethnic people within the borers of the state was left to the Lao National Museum, the Lao People’s Revolutionary Army Museum, and their guides.  In the paper I detail these museum visits as points of confluence were politics, and intergenerational tensions converge, opening understandings of the production/consumption of parallel and divergent, creative, complex, and sometimes conflicting tourism imaginaries that may exist simultaneously within a single toured space.  
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